Review: molecular approaches to inherited liver disease. Focus on Wilson disease.
Although infectious agents account for a large proportion of liver disease, inherited forms of liver disease, often treatable, must not be overlooked. New approaches to the cloning of disease genes are allowing an increased understanding of the basic defect of human diseases. Identification of disease genes can have practical applications for diagnosis, can provide information on prognosis and can lead to new therapies. This review focuses on selected inherited liver diseases and the knowledge to be gained from molecular studies. Three genetic diseases affecting the liver, Wilson disease, haemochromatosis and alpha 1-antitrypsin deficiency, are selected as examples of current approaches to the study of genetic liver disease.